
T
h

e C
h

allen
g

e

U
niversal hum

an rights have becom
e 

w
idely 

accepted 
as 

the 
m

oral 
and 

e
th

ica
l 

fo
u

n
d

a
tio

n
 

o
f 

h
u

m
a

n
 

co
-

existence, regardless of race, religion 
or political beliefs. 

W
o

rld
w

id
e

, 
h

u
m

a
n

 
rig

h
ts 

organisations defend individuals from
 

the states' hum
an rights violations. In 

doing this hum
an rights organisations 

face 
a 

num
ber 

of 
challenges. T

hey 
often 

lack 
adequate 

funding 
and 

w
orking facilities, and they are often 

su
b

je
ct 

to
 

h
a

ra
ssm

e
n

t 
a

n
d

 
persecution. 

A
 

H
um

an 
R

ights 
H

ouse 
is 

a 
w

ay 
hum

an rights organisations can m
eet 

som
e of these challenges. 

T
h

e C
o

n
cep

t

A
 H

um
an R

ights H
ouse is a w

orking 
co

m
m

u
n

ity 
o

f 
h

u
m

a
n

 
rig

h
ts 

organisations. T
he purpose is to:

H
u

m
an

 R
ig

h
ts H

o
u

se N
etw

o
rk

H
um

an R
ights H

ouses have been 
established in O

slo (1989), M
oscow

 
(1992), 

W
arsaw

 
(1993), 

S
arajevo 

(1998) and B
ergen (1999), w

ith an 
a

sso
cia

te
d

 
m

e
m

b
e

r 
H

o
u

se
 

in
 

T
ira

n
a

. 
P

la
n

s 
a

re
 

to
 

e
sta

blish
 

houses in other regions as w
ell. T

he 
H

um
an R

ights H
ouse N

etw
ork is a 

forum
 of co-operation betw

een the 
H

um
an R

ights H
ouses. 

 H
u

m
an

 R
ig

h
ts H

o
u

se F
o

u
n

d
atio

n

T
h

e
 

H
u

m
a

n
 

R
ig

h
ts 

H
o

u
se

 
F

oundation w
as established in 1989. 

T
he F

oundation seeks to prom
ote 

th
e

 
co

n
ce

p
t 

a
n

d
 

a
ssist 

th
e

 
establishm

ent of new
 H

um
an R

ights 
H

ouses, and acts as secretariat of 
the H

um
an R

ights H
ouse N

etw
ork. 

It 
is 

located 
in 

the 
N

orw
egian 

H
um

an R
ights H

ouse in O
slo.

E
n

h
an

ce 
co

-o
p

eratio
n

 
and 

joint 
activities by bringing hum

an rights 
groups together in one location. S

uch 
activities include the provision of free 
legal aid to victim

s of hum
an rights 

violations, hum
an rights schools, and 

training.

S
ave co

sts by sharing facilities such 
as 

conference 
room

s 
and 

hum
an 

rights docum
entation centres 

M
ake 

the 
m

em
ber 

organisations 
m

o
re visib

le an
d

 accessib
le both at 

the national and international level

Im
p

ro
ve secu

rity of hum
an rights 

defenders 

H
o

st m
eetings, sem

inars and other 
events

H
U

M
A

N

R
I

G
H

T
S

H
O

U
S

E

N
E

T
W

O
R

K


