27 October 2013
Resolution of 3rd Belarusian Human Rights Defenders Forum

On situation with human rights in Belarus
We, the participants of the 3rd Belarusian Human Rights Defenders Forum, representing the Belarusian human rights community within the country and abroad, with a deep concern STATE THAT, since the previous Forum held in the autumn of 2010, the situation with human rights in Belarus has deteriorated dramatically:

· A wave of large-scale repressions after the presidential election in 2010 affected a wide range of civil society organizations, thousands of regular citizens and members of opposition political parties.

· Dozens of politicians and members of the opposition groups were hurled into prison for political reasons, including several presidential candidates, one of whom, Mikola Statkevich, still remains in prison.

· Our friend and fellow human rights defender Ales Bialiatski, Head of the Human Rights Centre Viasna and Vice-President of the International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH), who was sentenced to 4.5 years in prison for his human rights activities, has been behind the bars for more than two years already.

· According to our estimates, nine political prisoners remain behind the bars at the moment: Ihar Alinevich, Mikalai Autukhovich, Ales Bialiatski, Mikalai Dziadok, Andrei Haidukou, Eduard Lobau, Artsiom Prakapenka, Mikalai Statkevich, and Yauhen Vaskovich.

· In late 2011, the Criminal Code and other legislation were amended so that to allow initiating prosecution for further and larger-scale violations of human rights, including violation of the right to freedom of association.

· The Belarusian authorities have made no significant steps that would indicate their intention to improve the situation and solve the existing painful problems in the field of human rights: the death penalty has not been abolished, death sentences are still delivered and enforced; odious Article 193-1 of the Criminal Code, which provides for imprisonment for activities of unregistered associations, has not been terminated, as well as other articles of the Criminal Code that can be used to restrict freedom of speech; no investigation into the politically motivated disappearances of the government opponents and no punishment of the perpetrators of these crimes have been effected; the National Human Rights Institution (Ombudsman) has not been established; the fundamental linguistic rights of Belarusian citizens are violated in various fields.

· The Belarusian authorities have been taking discriminatory measures against a broad circle of groups. We state that the authorities demonstrate indifference towards the manifestations of discrimination.

In contrast to the resolutions of the previous Forum 2010, this time we cannot mention any positive changes or trends, demonstrating any potential for improvement of the human rights situation in Belarus.

In this light, we note with disappointment that human rights are not a priority for the type of government existing in Belarus at present.

We, the participants of the 3rd Belarusian Human Rights Defenders Forum, are convinced that human rights must remain the supreme value in our country. 

Realizing that the human rights community must address the challenges to human rights, and always adhere to and be guided by the international human rights principles and standards, we call on the country's authorities to:

1 Immediately and unconditionally release of all the political prisoners, and reinstate them in their rights, including the reinvestigation of their criminal cases conducted with violations of the fair trial principles and international standards.

2 Stop the pressure on Mikola Statkevich, Mikola Autukhovich and all political prisoners in the penitentiary institutions, as well as the ungrounded prosecution of youth activists Uladzimir Yaromenka, Pavel Vinahradau and others.

3 Exclude Article 1931 of the Criminal Code from the legislation, and lift the ban on the activities of NGOs that have not been registered by the state.

4 Complete a full and comprehensive investigation of the disappearances of the former Minister of Internal Affairs, Yuri Zakharanka, the former Deputy Speaker of the Supreme Soviet, Viktar Hanchar, businessman Anatol Krasousky and journalist Dzmitry Zavadsky by May 2014 (i.e. by the time when the statute of limitations for these crimes will be deemed expired), and, taking into account the public significance of these cases, hold open trials of the perpetrators of the abductions and, presumably, murders of these government opponents.

5 Declare a moratorium on executions, followed by the abolition of the death penalty.

6 Implement measures to put into practice the recommendations of the UN Human Rights Committee regarding the cases of violations of the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights by the Republic of Belarus, as well as other decisions of the UN treaty bodies.

7 Create the national institutions for the protection of human rights at the national level, including through the establishment of the position of the Ombudsman, creation of a special public advisory body on human rights within the public authorities that would include representatives of the Belarusian human rights movement; creation of mechanisms for public control over the activities of the law enforcement agencies, as well as a mechanism to take into account the public opinion (including the opinion of the human rights defenders) in the lawmaking process.

8 Restore the court and prosecution system independent from the executive authorities, the independence of the Bar; start approaching the European standards in the prison system, including through the elimination of all practices that may be qualified as torture or cruel or degrading treatment, and go back to the practical implementation of the principles of the 1992 Concept of the Judiciary Reform.

9 Take complex measures to fight all possible forms of discrimination
, including through the adoption of a comprehensive antidiscrimination law.
�	On the basis of the race, skin colour, ethnic origin, gender, pregnancy, motherhood, marital or family status, language, religion or faith, political or other views, birth, national or social origin, citizenship, economic status, association with an ethnic minority, sexual orientation, gender identity, age, disability, HIV status, health, genetic or other predisposition to diseases or other circumstances.





