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Statement of 3rd Belarusian Human Rights Forum

On efforts to return Belarus to the implementation of international human rights standards
For the past fifteen years, the Republic of Belarus has been gradually estranging itself from the international human rights standards enshrined in the international treaties and conventions on human rights.

This trend has manifested itself in the following behaviour of the Government of Belarus:
· The failure to submit periodic reports in a timely manner under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights for several consecutive periods.
· Ignoring the views of the UN Human Rights Committee regarding individual communications of the citizens of Belarus, which have found evidence of the human rights violations committed by the Government of Belarus, as well as open statements about the non-binding nature of the Committee's decisions, manifested in the lack of mechanisms for the implementation of the international human rights standards in the national legal framework.
· The failure to sign the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights on the abolition of the death penalty, as well as the death sentences and executions.
· The failure to sign the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and other important documents of the international human rights protection system.
· The lack of the actual steps for the Republic of Belarus to accede the effective regional system of human rights protection in the framework of the Council of Europe, including the lack of political will to sign the European Convention on Human Rights, despite the formally submitted application to join the Council of Europe.
· The lack of cooperation with the overwhelming majority of the UN human rights bodies, including the demonstrative disregard of the re-established mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Belarus in 2012.
· Ignoring the standards and recommendations of the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) on the human dimension and human rights, including the non-implementation or inadequate and ineffective implementation of the recommendations of the ODIHR/OSCE Presidential and Parliamentary Elections Observation Mission, as well as the recommendations of the OSCE Representative on Freedom of Media; and the closure of the OSCE office in Minsk.
· The use of offensive propaganda by the senior government officials in order to discredit the human rights values, and to defame both the international human rights movement and the international human rights institutions, as well as the human rights defenders in Belarus.

We strongly condemn such a dismissive attitude of the Government of Belarus to the human rights values and standards and urge them to take the following steps:

· revert to the legal framework, outlined in the Constitution of the Republic of Belarus, international treaties on human rights signed by our country, 

· refrain from deviations from the standards established by these treaties,

· join all the other UN documents, the European Convention on Human Rights and other human rights instruments of the Council of Europe,

· create effective tools within the national legal framework for the implementation of the international obligations in the field of human rights, including the system of implementation of the decisions and recommendations by the UN Special Procedures, and conclusions of the treaty bodies (UN Committee on Human Rights and Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women) made upon individual applications,

· implement all the recommendations of the first cycle of the UN Universal Periodic Review of Belarus, and start a wide public discussion as part of preparation for the second cycle of the UN Universal Periodic Review, including the preliminary and public discussion of the country’s national report as part of the second cycle of this UN procedure for Belarus,

· invite all the UN Special Rapporteurs to Belarus, and, first of all, immediately invite the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Belarus.

At the same time, we appeal to the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights and other UN bodies and institutions to initiate the opening of the Special Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights in Belarus. The UN Office in Belarus plays a crucial role in this matter: in our view, this body should play the principal role to ensure communication between the human rights community and the UN in Belarus.

We suggest that the OSCE should increase activity encouraging the Government of Belarus to respect human rights. We call on the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly to keep the working group on Belarus within their structure, and we call on all the OSCE structures, including the ODIHR, to enhance the cooperation with the civil society in Belarus. We welcome the process started by the OSCE ODIHR to develop the Key Guiding Principles of Freedom of Association, and support the broadest possible representation of the civil society experts in this process.
