Draft as of 20 September 2013

3rd Belarusian Human Rights Defender Forum

Dates: 26-27 October 2013

Venue: Holiday Inn Vilnius Hotel, Seimyniskiu str. 1, Vilnius, Lithuania

Draft Program 
	Friday, 25 October 2013: Arrival of participants

	Day 1. Saturday, 26 October 2013

	09:00-10:00 
	Registration and Coffee

	10:00-10:30 
	Opening of the forum. Welcoming remarks from the organizing committee and guests.

	10:30-12:00 
	State of human rights and the human rights movement in Belarus in the international and regional context. Reports on the topic: Current challenges for the international human rights movement. The state of human rights in Belarus from the time of the last Forum. The development and perspectives of the Belarusian human rights movement. Belarusian situation in the context of the post-Soviet space. Discussion.

	12:00 – 12:30 
	Coffee break

	12:30-13:00
	Reports on work of the thematic sessions discussion

	13:00-14:30 
	Lunch

	14:30-16:00 
	Discussion and approval of the final texts of the resolutions

	
	Political prisoners: problems of determination and release


	
	Research in the field of human rights and monitoring

	
	Legal assistance and work in the regions

	
	Human rights as a subject of the Belarusian-European relations in the context of the Eastern Partnership

	16:00 – 16:30 
	Coffee break

	16:30 – 18:00 
	The second block of parallel thematic sessions

	
	International action

	
	Death penalty

	
	The prospects for the introduction of an ombudsman

	
	Preparation of analytical papers and its lobbying

	18:00-19:00
	Reports on the results of sections 1-8

	19:30 – 20:30 
	Dinner

	20:30 – 22:00 
	Evening informal panel / night owl panel "How to improve the human rights situation in Belarus and the international cooperation of Belarusian human rights defenders community." The panelists will not be the “human rights activists": but the representatives of influential donor agencies and experts in EU policy and international politics, politicians, representatives of think tanks.

	Day 2. Sunday, 27 October 2013

	10:00 – 11:30 
	The third block of parallel thematic sessions

	
	National companies and prospects for joint action

	
	Education on Human Rights

	
	Fighting against discrimination

	
	Information and communications security

	11:30 – 12:00 
	Coffee break

	12:00 – 12:30 
	Reports on work of the thematic sessions 9-12 discussion 

	12:30-13:30 
	The strategy of the human rights movement: is it possible to have it? 2 presentations and discussion

	13:30-13:50 
	Coffee break

	13:50-14:45 
	Discussion and approval of the final texts of the resolutions

	14:45-15:00 
	Closing session, sum-up of the conference, next steps

	15:00-16:00
	Lunch

	Sunday, 27- Monday , 28 October 2013: Departure of participants


2

