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Oslo and Geneva, 13 June 2012

Human Rights House Foundation calls for the immediate and unconditional release of
photographer Mehman Huseynov

Mr. President,

The photographer Mehman Huseynov was summoned to the Sabayil District Police station and was
taken into police custody at approximately 9h on Tuesday 12 June 2012 in Baku, for 48 hours after
three hours of questioning. He is accused under article 221.1 of the Criminal Code of the Republic of
Azerbaijan of hooliganism - while serving his duty as photographer reporting on an unsanctioned
protest in Baku 21 May 2012. If convicted for hooliganism, Mehman Huseynov faces up to one year of
imprisonment. The Human Rights House Foundation considers the arrest of Mehman Huseynov as a
retaliation for his work as a photo- and video-journalist documenting human rights violations in
Azerbaijan. We call for his immediate and unconditional release and that all charges against him
should be dropped.

The charges against Mehman Huseynov stem from a verbal disagreement that he had with police at an
unsanctioned protest in front of the Baku Mayoral Office on 21 May 2012. Mehman Huseynov was at
the event carrying out his professional duties, when police used force against both protesters and
journalists, including Mehman Huseynov and other IRFS employees. The police broke the camera that
Mehman Huseynov was using at the event.

Mehman Huseynov works for the Institute for Reporters’ Freedom of Safety (IRFS), a partner of the
Human Rights House Network and member of IFEX. Mehman Huseynov is a well-known videographer
and photographer in Azerbaijan. His video clips and photographs documenting human rights
violations are always widely disseminated throughout social media and often picked up by the local
and international press. Mehman Huseynov has collaborated with numerous international media
outlets, particularly within the framework of the Eurovision Song Contest held in Baku recently. He
was also active in the campaign “Sing for Democracy”.

Already on 7 March 2011, police interrogated Mehman Huseynov and Abulfat Namazov from the
Institute for Reporters’ Freedom and Safety (IRFS) for two hours, after being forced out of their car in
Baku. They were questioned about Huseynov’s Facebook account, the announced protest action on 11
March 2011 and the activities and employees of the IRFS.! The police advised Huseynov to be less
active on social media networks.

Furthermore, we see this arrest as a consequence of speeches by public officials calling on action to be
taken against critical civil society. Ali Hasanov, head of the socio-political department of the
Presidential Administration, made a speech at the conference “The role of NGOs in the developments
of civil society” on 31 May 2012 in Baku, in which he said that “ opposition activists, journalists and

1 See the joint report on the situation of human rights defenders in the South Caucasus region (Armenia,
Azerbaijan, and Georgia) of the South Caucasus Network of Human Rights Defenders and the Human Rights
House Foundation, presented at the 16t session of the United Nations Human Rights Council, 11 March 2011
(http://caucasusnetwork.org/admin/editor/uploads/files /pdf/N4-

Report%20HRD%20situation%20South%20Caucasus-]Jan%202010%20March%202011-eng.pdf).
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media outlets shouldn't feel dared to go out to the city and they should be felt ashamed. Public hatred
should be demonstrated against them, so they do not show the destroyed asphalt to foreign
journalists, but instead take these journalists to IDP camps.”

The Republic of Azerbaijan has the responsibility to take measures to ensure the protection by the
competent authorities of everyone, individually and in association with others, against any violence,
threats, retaliation, de facto or de jure adverse discrimination, pressure or any other arbitrary action
as a consequence of his or her legitimate exercise of the rights referred to in the United Nations
Declaration on human rights defenders.2

In the aftermath of the Eurovision Song Contest, and as a member of OSCE and the Council of
Europe, we call upon the authorities of the Republic of Azerbaijan to ensure the right to
freedom of expression and of media freedom and to immediately stop harassment of
journalists and human rights defenders.

We further call upon you, Mr. President, to ensure the immediate and unconditional release of
Mehman Huseynov and that all charges against him are dropped.

Yours sincerely,

Mot~

Maria Dahle
Executive Director

Human Rights House Foundation

2z Article 12 of the Declaration on the Right and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and Organs of Society to
Promote and Protect Universally Recognized Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms (Declaration on human
rights defenders) of 9 December 1998.
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