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Dear Mr. Kulik,

We are a coalition of international
nongovernmental human rights organizations
that are deeply concerned about the August 4
arrest of Ales Belyatsky on allegations of large-
scale tax evasion, under article 243, part 2 of
the Belarusian Criminal Code. We are writing
to urge that Belyatsky be released from
custody on his own recognizance pending the
investigation against him.

Belyatsky is head of the human rights group
Viasna and vice-president of the International
Federation of Human Rights. His arrest
appears to stem from the use of his personal
bank account in Lithuania to support human
rights work in Belarus. We note, though, that
Belarusian authorities have refused to register

YBaxkaembili Hukonav Hukonaesmy,

Obpawaemcs K Bam oT UMeHM rpynnbl MeXKAYHAPOAHbIX
HenpPaBUTE/IbCTBEHHbIX MPaBO3aLUUTHbIX OpraHM3aunii, B
CBA3KN c 06eCNoKOeHHOCTbIO 3aaepKaHnem Anecs benauKkoro
Mo NOA03PEHMUIO B YKNOHEHMM OT yNAaTbl HAN0roB B 0cobo
KpynHom pasmepe (4acTb 2 cTatbu 243 YK PB). HactosaTenbHO
npocum Bac ocBob6oanTb Aneca bensKoro ns-nog CTpaxu
nog, nognucKy o Hesblesae.

Anecb benaukuit Bo3rnasnaeT Npaso3allMUTHbINA LEHTP
“BecHa” n ABnAeTca BuLUe-npes3naeHTom MexayHapoaHoii
denepaumm npas yenoseKa. MpeacrasaseTca, 4To ero apect
CBA3aH C UCNonb3oBaHMeM UM 6aHKOBCKOro cyeTa B J/luTee
ANA NpaBo3allMTHON AeaTenbHoCcTM B benapycu. Obpauiaem
Balle BHMMaHMe Ha To, YTo BelopyccKue BAacTu perynapHo
OTKa3bIBalOT B PerucTpaLmmn Ha HaumoHaibHOM YpOBHE
He3aBUCMMbIM NPaBO3aLlUTHbIM OpraHu3aumam. B
pe3ynbTaTe, He3apPerncTpMpPoBaHHbIE FPYNMbl, TAKME Kak
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on a national level all but one of the
independent human rights organizations in the
country. As a result, unregistered groups like
Viasna cannot open a bank account in the
organization’s name in Belarus or meet terms
set out in financial regulations.

We believe the authorities in Belarus have
driven organizations like Viasna to the margins
of the law, making it impossible for them
operate, and then use the threat of criminal
sanctions to intimidate human rights
defenders. For this reason, we believe that the
criminal investigation against Belyatsky is
politically motivated and that he should be
unconditionally released and the investigation
should be dropped.

However until such a decision is made, we ask
that he be immediately released on his own
recognizance while the investigation is
pending.

Thank you for your attention to this letter.

“BecHa”, He MOryT OTKPbITb cYeT B 6aHKe Ha nms
OpraHM3aumn 1 BbINONHATL TpeboBaHMA GUHAHCOBOrO
3aKOHOAaTeNbCTBa.

Monaraem, YTo BNacTM benapycu BbITaIKUBAIOT OpraHM3aumm,
nogobHble “BecHe”, 3a pamMmKu NpaBoOBOro MNoJis, a 3aTem
MCMONb3YIOT Yrpo3y YroN0BHOIO NpecnegoBaHus ann
3anyrMBaHu1s AnL, OCYLLECTBAAIOLWMX NPaBO3aLLUTHYIO
AeATenbHOCTb. Monaraem, YTo YroNoBHOE npecinenoBaHue
Anecs benaukoro ABaAeTcA NOANTUYECKM MOTUBUPOBAHHbBIM U
Tpebyem ero ocBoBOXKAEHNA N NPEKPaLLEHMS B OTHOLLIEHUU
Hero yroJIoBHoro aena.

Ha Bpemsa NpuHATUA peLleHns 0 NpPeKkpaLLleHn YyroNoBHOro
Aena, NpocMm 0 HemedieHHOM 0CBObOXaeHNN Anecs

BenauKoro noa NoAnMCKy o HeBblesae.

Bnrarogapvm 3a BHUMaHWE K JaHHOMY COOBLLEHMIO.

Robert Hardh,
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Civil Rights Defenders
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(On behalf of the Observatory for the
Protection of Human Rights Defenders)

Eric Sottas, Secretary General, World
Organisation Against Torture (OMCT)
(On behalf of the Observatory for the
Protection of Human Rights Defenders)




