RESOLUTION 
OF THE SENATE OF THE REPUBLIC OF POLAND

on respecting the Crucifix
of 4 February 2010 
In the face of an ongoing debate on the presence of the Crucifix in schools, public offices and public space which developed in response to the judgment of the European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg issued on 3 November 2009 (Application no. 30814/06) the Senate of the Republic of Poland recalls as follows:

The said judgment referred to a specific legal situation; in Italy, crucifixes are hung in classrooms on the basis of a resolution of the Minister of Education whereas it is forbidden to display other religious symbols which is not the case in Poland. 
The crucifix, the main symbol of Christianity which brought to Europe the rule of respecting the rights of an individual and the principles of equality, freedom and tolerance, has accompanied Poland in all landmark moments of the country’s history. 
In hard times, during partitions, wars and the [the Nazi and Soviet] occupation, the Catholic Church supported the needy regardless of their faith and served as a place where national remembrance could have been preserved. The Crucifix, symbolising Christianity and its values, also began to represent the nation’s desire for freedom.
In times of the communist regime the Catholic Church led by Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński, the Primate of the Millenium, strived for preserving the national values among the Polish society. Such a policy exposed the Church to institutionalised attacks of the then state authorities. 
To the Church belongs the credit for creating the space where Poles could have preserved at least a modicum of freedom, honoured the memory of their heroes, commemorated the historic events which enabled them, when the time came, to stand up for their dignity, truth and freedom under the banners of the “Solidarity” movement.
In dark days of the martial law the Church, as always in the past, widely opened its gates for those in need and the ones fighting for freedom. And it did not matter what they believed in, what mattered were their needs, patriotism and commitment to the Polish Cause. The Crucifix, the symbol of Christianity, has become for all Poles, whatever their personal beliefs, an unalterable symbol of the universally accepted Christian values as well as that of seeking truth, justice and freedom for our Country.
Taking into account the above, any attempt to ban the Crucifix from schools, hospitals, offices and public space in Poland must be deemed as an insult to our tradition, remembrance and national dignity.
In our opinion the judgment of the European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg should be treated with reserve and we appeal that the Crucifix be respected. 
This Resolution will be published in the Official Journal of the Republic of Poland “Monitor Polski”.
The Speaker of the Senate
Bogdan BORUSEWICZ

