RESOLUTION
of the Sejm of the Republic of Poland 

as of 3 December 2009
on the protection of freedom of religion and values 

constituting the common heritage of Europe 
The Sejm of the Republic of Poland
- acknowledging that the crucifix is not only a religious symbol and a sign of God’s love for people but also, in the public sphere, it reminds of human readiness to devote oneself to another human being, and expresses the values building respect for the dignity and life of all men and women,

- manifesting our sensitivity towards respecting the freedom of thought, conscience and religion,

- referring to the freedom-oriented tradition of the First Republic of Poland, the country who was a model example of ethnic and religious tolerance in Europe of that time,

- indicating the fundamental and positive contribution of Christianity to the development of rights of human beings, culture of the nations of Europe and unity of our continent,

- stressing that both individuals and communities have the right to assert their religious and cultural identity, the said right not being restricted to a private sphere,

- reminding that in the past, especially under Nazi and Communist rule, hostile acts against religion were coupled with massive abuse of human rights and led to discrimination,

- recalling the words spoken by John Paul II during his historic speech in the Polish Parliament in June 1999 that “democracy without values easily degenerates into an overt or covert totalitarianism”,

the Sejm expresses their concern with decisions that harm freedom of religion, disregard the rights and feelings of the followers of the Christian faith and ruin the social peace and disapproves the judgment of the European Court of Human Rights challenging the legal basis of the presence of crucifixes in classrooms in Italy. 

The Sejm of the Republic of Poland appeals to the parliaments of the members of the Council of Europe to jointly consider the manner in which the freedom of religion is protected to support values which are the common heritage of the European nations.
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