Your Excellency,

I was recently informed of the situation of dozens of peasant families threatened with eviction in N'Tabacoro, Kati, under Decree no. 09/190-P-RM of 4th of May 2009. These families, who are already among the most vulnerable, are dependent on the access to their traditional lands for the enjoyment of their human right to adequate food. No investigation or prior consultation with the affected people has been conducted, in violation of national and international standards. Moreover, no solution for compensation and resettlement has been provided by the state. Despite the complaint lodged before the court, those affected remain uncertain about their immediate and future ability to feed themselves and their families. This is all the more true as the peasants concerned were prohibited from cultivating in the midst of the rainy season. Ordered without consultation, the ban has made the access to food for about thirty families extremely difficult. Without alternative, the majority of the people have to rely on survival strategies such as occasional jobs and debts.

As a State party to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and to the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights, Mali has the obligation to respect and fulfil the right to adequate food, particularly for vulnerable individuals. Therefore, I urge you:

- to immediately stop the works, in accordance with national and international law;

- to respect the right to adequate food of the peasants and their access to their traditional lands;

- to act quickly to ensure to those affected a secured access to land and its tenure, especially to those whose livelihood depends on this access;

- to respect, if you were to process to the eviction, standards and procedures prescribed by national and international law, which imply an effective consultation with the individuals affected, an access to remedies, an adequate compensation and a proposal for an adequate resettlement;

- to provide active support to the families of peasants who are both the primary victims of food insecurity and the key players in any national strategy for improving food security.

I would appreciate if you could inform me about the measures you will take.

Yours sincerely,
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