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16.03.2017

To: Mr. Mikheil Janelidze
Foreign Minister of Georgia

Georgia’s support for the Resolution on Iran at the 34th session of the UN Human Rights Council
Mr. Minister,

We, the undersigned members of Human Rights House Thilisi, write to ask you to support the
resolution on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran at the 34th session of the
United Nations Human Rights Council. We believe this resolution, which continues the mandate of
the UN Special Rapporteur on human rights in Iran, is a significant tool for the protection of human
rights defenders in the country and the promotion of human rights overall.

During the opening of the 34th session, you addressed the Council by saying, “Without close cooperation
with all stakeholders, it is impossible to secure the sustainable development of the country, based upon
the democratic values, rule of law and human rights.” You stressed that civil society plays a valuable role
at the Council and human rights promotion globally. You spoke about how Georgian civil society is
instrumental in “all major reform processes” and as part of the country’s Universal Periodic Review and
treaty body reviews. We share and appreciate these views.

Unfortunately, Iranian human rights defenders and civil society are not given the same opportunity to play
these roles in their country today. Human rights defenders in Iran face harassment, the closure of their
organizations, and long prison terms. In 2016, at least 500 prisoners of conscience were detained in Iran,
including at least 22 that are considered human rights defenders. For example, in September 2016,
Tehran's Revolutionary Court upheld a 16-year prison sentence against Narges Mohammadi, Deputy Head
of the Centre for Defenders Human Rights, for her advocacy work. Her offenses included simply
establishing the campaign for the “Step by Step End to the Death Penalty.” In 2012, a leading human
rights lawyer, Abdolfattah Soltani, was arrested on 10 September 2011.

Iranian human rights defenders are even at risk when they come to Georgia to attend conferences and
workshops. On 26 November 2016, intelligence forces allegedly arrested women’s rights advocate, Alieh
Motlabzadeh, for attending a workshop on women’s rights in Georgia. As of February 2017, she has been
released on bail and is awaiting further court proceedings. Motlabzadeh is one of at least 20 women’s
rights defenders that were interrogated by authorities for participation in the workshop in Georgia.

Mr. Minister,

During the opening session of the human rights council, you expressed your concern when international
monitoring is unable to do their work and said “Constant violations of human rights remind us of the
existing “black holes” and the urgent necessity of resolute actions, especially from the UN Human Rights
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Council.”

In the case of Iran, authorities have not allowed any Special Procedures into the country for over a decade.
Since 2005, at least seven rapporteurs have visitation requests unanswered. In 2011, the Council created
the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran precisely because
there was an urgent need to have a mechanism that could monitor grave abuses in the country, despite the
government’s non-cooperation.

Georgia has the honor of being a member of the Human Rights Council, which means it is among
the family of nations that have entrusted in us a duty to promote and protect human rights
worldwide. We believe one of the best way for Georgia to protect Iranian human rights defenders
is to ensure the country does not fall into a “black hole” and to support the mandate of the Special
Rapporteur on situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Yours sincerely,

Human Rights House Thilisi (on behalf of the following NGOs):
e Article 42 of the Constitution
Caucasian Centre for Human Rights and Conflict Studies
Georgian Centre for Psychosocial and Medical Rehabilitation of Torture Victims
Human Rights Centre
Media Institute
Union Sapari — Women’s rights organization
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